Journey to Miletus

Or Notes on the Lord’s Supper and Eldership

Acts 20:1-38

By KC Ung
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Intro. 

This is the third segment of Paul’s Third Missionary Journey as covered briefly by Luke. Note “us”  
Acts 20:5, 14

Paul’s Third Missionary Journey is recorded for us in…
Acts 18:23-21-14

Paul goes again to Macedonia and Greece, and revisits Philippi and Troas. Luke gives only a brief summary here.
Paul writes of this period with more details in his letters. 
Acts 20:1-12

Paul’s Departure into Macedonia: -
Acts 20:1

· It was after Pentecost – I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost.
I Cor. 16:8
· It was Part of the Spirit’s revealed plan for him. On the way…
Acts 19:21
· Paul Stopped again at Troas to preach and start a church there.
II Cor. 2:12 cf. Acts 20:6, 7
· Paul would have Stayed longer but was concerned over the absence of Titus.
II Cor. 2:13
· Titus had been Sent to Corinth to collect funds for the poor in Jerusalem.
I Cor. 16:1, 2; II Cor. 8:6
· Worried about Titus, Paul Set out for Macedonia stopping in Philippi, etc.
II Cor. 11:9 cf. Phil. 4:15
· Soon he Saw Titus who had a good report of the church at Corinth.
II Cor. 7:6, 7, 13
· Paul wrote a Second letter, when he heard that some challenged his authority. 
II Cor. 10:8-11
· The Second part of his plan began when finally Paul arrived in Greece.
Cf. Acts 19:21
A. From Ephesus to Miletus.
Acts 20:1-15

1. Through Macedonia to Troas.
20:1-6a
a. In Greece (Macedonia and Achaia) for three months.
20:1-3


Wrote Epistle to the Romans from Corinth

Cf. Rom. 15:15, 19, 24-16:2

b. From Macedonia and Asia 7 men accompanied him to bring funds to Jerusalem. 20:4, 5


Meeting point was Troas. This was Paul’s third and last visit there
Cf. Acts 24:17; 21:12-14

c. At Philippi Luke joined in. 
20: 6 “us” cf. Acts 16:10-12

2. The Meeting at Troas.
20:6b-12

a. The Staying back.
20:6

i. To Seize the opportunity to preach the Gospel.
Cf. II Cor. 2:12, 13

ii. To Sup with the local believers.
Acts 20:7

Notes on the Lord’s Supper:

b. The Supper of the Lord

i. It was held on the first day of the week – a Sunday; Roman time, cf. “daybreak” 20:11

ii. It was held once a week.

· Paul Waited in Troas for seven days till the first day of the week.
20:6

· Paul Was in a hurry to go to Jerusalem.


He bypassed Ephesus later, yet he stayed back in Troas 7 days!
20:16

· The Weekly meeting had become a regular practice.
Cf. I Cor. 16:1, 2

iii. It was called the “breaking of bread”.
20:7 cf. 2:42

iv. By itself, it was just a simple meeting. But a sermon was added.
20:7 

c. The Sermon – continued his speech until midnight
20:7b

d. The Sleep – Eutychus (Gk. = fortunate) slept and fell, but revived.
20:8-12

3. From Troas to Miletus.
20:13-16

a. Paul left Troas on foot to Assos while his company sailed there:
20:13

b. From Assos to Mitylene, Chios (Kios), Samos, Trogyllium and Miletus. 
20:14-16


If it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.
20:16

i. Pentecost was a good time to pass on the relief fund that was Collected for the Jerusalem church. 
ii. It was also a good opportunity for Paul to Clarify his apostolic relationship with the church. 
iii. Paul had to bypass Ephesus to Continue his journey, as it was only a month before Pentecost.

B. At Miletus – Paul’s Farewell Message to the Elders of Ephesus.
Acts 20:17-38


His Request for the Elders of the church in Ephesus to meet him at Miletus, a 30-mile trip for them.

His Reminder to them of what he did and what they should be doing gives valuable lessons on Eldership.

Notes on Eldersship:
1. Paul’s Personal Testimony – A Review
20:17-21

a. He Served in All Seasons
20:18-19

i. With all Meekness (humility) of Mind.

ii. With many Tears and Trials.

b. He Showed All he knew to all he knew.
20:20, 21

i. Whatsoever he knew – kept back nothing that was Profitable Publicly or Privately.

ii. Whomsoever he knew – 

· Teaching the Elders themselves for their Edification.

· Testifying to the Jews and Gentiles re: their Evangelisation.

2. Paul’s Present Task – An Overview.

20:22-27

a. His Desire to go to Jerusalem Despite forewarned Dangers.
20:22, 23 cf. 16:7-10


I go bound in the spirit [or, Spirit]—The Spirit’s indwelling presence controlled all of Paul’s activities.
b. His Consciousness of His Lord’s Mission and Ministry for him.
20:24 

c. He Counted his life not dear just that he might Complete his appointed Course.
20:24 cf. II Tim. 4:7

d. He faced Death, but he had Discharged his Duties well having Declared the whole counsel of God. 20:25-27


He was Pure from the blood of all.

cf. Ezekiel 3:17-21; 33:8, 9
3. Paul’s Parting Talk – A Preview.
20:28-35


A Preview of what was to come and a Review of the Roles and Responsibilities of Elders:

	No.
	Text
	Ref
	Character
	Other References

	a. 
	Acts 20:17, 28
	Acts
	Their Designation:
	Tit. 1:5, 7

	i. 
	elders of the church
	20:17
	Elders (presbuteros).

 Dignity and Maturity of their  Spiritual Age,

Not novices.
	Lit. – a senior, old.

ct. Tit. 2:2, 3; 

I Tim. 3:6

	ii. 
	hath made you overseers
	20:28
	Overseers (episkopos). 

Responsibility for Spiritual Activities.
	As Phil. 1:1; I Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:7;

I Pet. 5:2 – taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly;

	iii. 
	elders of the church, overseers
	20:17 

20:28
	Their Plurality.
	the elders …among you, I Pet. 5:1; 

ordain elders in every city, Tit. 1:5
elders in every church, Acts 14:23

	b. 
	the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.
	20:28, RSV
	Their Commission
Appointed by the Holy Spirit.
	Appointed by Paul and Barnabas, Acts 14:23; Appointed by Titus, Tit. 1:5; Recognised by members, I Thes. 5:12



	c. 
	The elders of the church, i.e. Ephesus
	20:17
	Their Functions
(Only in the local church)
	Only the elders which are among you, 
I Pet. 5:1

	i. 
	Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears
	20:19
	Govern (heegeomai) = to preside, to Lead – not to Lord.
	have the rule over you, Heb. 13:7, 17, 24
Do not lord it over those in your charge… I Pet. 5:3, NRSV

	ii. 
	…have showed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to house…

to declare unto you all the counsel of God.
	20:20 

20:27
	Steward (oikonomos) = discharge through…

Public Edification;

Private Visitation;

Perfect Declaration.


	the steward of God, Tit. 1:7; Heb. 13:17

Apt to teach, I Tim. 3:2

	iii. 
	I kept back nothing … but have showed you
	20:20
	Lead (proisteemi) = to stand before (as examples)
	…are over you in the Lord, I Thes. 5:12; 

…elders that rule well, I Tim. 5:17

…one that ruleth well his own house, 

I Tim 3: 4; 

 examples to the flock, I Pet. 5:3, NRSV

	iv. 
	Take heed…unto yourselves, and to all the flock
	20:28
	Heed (proschete) = attend to 

They need to be on guard for themselves first.
	As give attendance (prosecho) to reading, I Tim. 4:13

– Elders need to read to heed!


	v. 
	Holy Ghost hath made you overseers.
	20:28
	Oversee (episkopos) = to look after, to care for
	…serving as overseers--not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be. I Pet. 2:2, NIV

	vi. 
	…feed (poimaino) feed the church of God,

(i.e. owned by) God… purchased by blood of His own. 
	20:28


	Feed (poimaino) = shepherd the Flock, i.e. the church,  
the church of the Lord purchased with His own blood.
	Feed the flock, I Pet. 5:2 cf. Jn. 21:15-17

As Pastors, Eph. 4:11; 

Neither as being lords over God's heritage, I Pet. 5:3

It is God’s/the Lord’s church, not theirs!

	vii. 
	Watch and Remember:

Grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

Also of your own selves shall men arise… to draw away disciples after them.
	20:31

20:29

20:30
	Watch (agrupneo) and Warn 

Shepherd and Shelter the Sheep from Savage wolves from outside (they will not Spare the Sheep), and those wolves in Sheep’s clothing from inside.
	they watch for your souls, Heb. 13:17

	viii. 
	Labouring…to support the weak;

These hands have ministered unto my necessities, and... them that were with me. 

I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel… remember 1Jesus…said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.
	20:35a

20:34

20:33

20:35b


	Labour hard (kopiao) =  toil

Paul Worked hard to support the Weak, himself and his colleagues.

He did not serve for material gain; 

He was motivated by the Lord.
	Know them which labour among you, 
I Thes. 5:12; I Tim. 5:17

I Pet. 5:2, NIV
not greedy for money, 
but eager to serve 
not because you must, but because you are willing as God wants you to be.



	ix. 
	Note: Elders’ duties are primarily connected with the spiritual welfare of the saints (I Tim. 3:5), and only secondarily with temporal things.  Cf. The Elder’s Qualifications in I Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9




1This saying is not written anywhere in the Gospels, but was certainly implied by Christ in a general sense (see Luke 6:38).
4. The Prayerful Farewell:
20:36-38

a. It was Touching – an Indelible Impression of rare ministerial fidelity and affection
20:36

b. It was Tearful – all wept Sore…Sorrowing…that they should See his face no more. 
20:37, 38

Note the warm Admiration and Attachment on the part of the Ephesian elders for Paul.

